
How to Format the HINTS 6 SAS dataset 

1. Download all HINTS 6 documents to a folder on your computer.
This should be the same folder where you create the SAS library in step #2.

2. Using SAS, create a permanent library to point to the folder where your data has 
been downloaded to (if you use the New Library icon, be sure to select, “enable 
at startup”).

3. Open the SAS program “HINTS 6 Formats.sas.”
4. Change the file location specification in the "library" statement at the top of the 

program to the location where you want the format library to be stored before you 
run this program.

5. Run the program “HINTS 6 Formats.sas” to create a permanent SAS format 
library that is used to analyze the HINTS dataset.

6. Open the SAS program “HINTS 6 Format Assignments.sas.”
7. Change the file location specification in the OPTIONS statement at the top of the 

program to the name of the library where you placed the formats. Also insert the 
library name for the SET and DATA statements and assign a name to the 
formatted data in the DATA statement.

8. Run the program “HINTS 6 Format Assignments.sas” to create the formatted 
SAS data set. 

Note:  
1) Make sure to run the program “HINTS 6 Formats.sas” BEFORE you run 

“HINTS 6 Format Assignments.sas” to create the formatted HINTS dataset.
2) If you are getting an error statement saying that SAS is unable to find the 

formats make sure you have run the OPTIONS statement that includes the 
correct library name where the formats can be found. 


